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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace and 
peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re glad you’re 
here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the late 

Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where parents can 
tend to little ones while watching and listening to the service.  Ask an 
usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers are 

available at Sunday services for any who may find them helpful.  Don’t 
hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a baptized 

communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with joyful 
confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the sacrament here.  
As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and of the cup, “This is my 
blood”; and of both he says, “given and shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is distributed at 

the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher directs.  For receiving 
the wine, two cups are available, one to drink from and a second  to 
dip the host in. Follow your preference.  If you choose not to commune 
but would like even so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or 
assisting minister with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, 
quietly ask the pastor. 
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21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
OCTOBER 14, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet  

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
 

Stand 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

Our Lord Jesus says, “The harvest is plentiful, the workers few. Therefore ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.”  Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, great is your goodness, and great is our sin. You give us work 
to do, and we refuse it; talents to use, and we bury them; mercy to share, 
and we hold it for ourselves. We have not been faithful servants; our love 
for you is small. Look on us now in your own great love. For Jesus’ sake, 
forgive us; and restore us by the power of the Holy Spirit to joyful service in 
his name. 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ says, “Feed my sheep.” As a called and ordained 
minister of his Church, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, 
in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen 
 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
 

Opening Hymn “We Are Called,” #720  

Greeting 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, 
that, forsaking what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may 
follow the way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting 
joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen 
 

God’s Contagious Generosity:  A Reflection  

 
Sit 

From the Old Testament Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

6Seek the LORD and live, or he will break out against the house of Joseph 
like fire, and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 7Ah, you that turn 
justice to wormwood, and bring righteousness to the ground! 
     10They hate the one who reproves in the gate, and they abhor the one 
who speaks the truth. 11Therefore because you trample on the poor and take 
from them levies of grain, you have built houses of hewn stone, but you shall 
not live in them; you have planted pleasant vineyards, but you shall not drink 
their wine. 12For I know how many are your transgressions, and how great are 
your sins— you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, and push aside 
the needy in the gate. 13Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;   
for it is an evil time. 
     14Seek good and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD, the God of 
hosts, will be with you, just as you have said. 15Hate evil and love good, and 
establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, will be 
gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

The Word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God.  
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From the Book of Psalms  90:12-17 

Cantor sings refrain; all sing refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verses; Congregation sings verses in bold 
 

 

 
12So teach us to num- | ber our days 
  that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. 
13Return, O LORD; how long | will you tarry? 
  Be gracious | to your servants. Refrain 
 
14Satisfy us by your steadfast love | in the morning; 
  so shall we rejoice and be glad | all our days. 
15Make us glad as many days as you af- | flicted us 
  and as many years as we suf- | fered adversity. 
16Show your ser- | vants your works, 
  and your splendor | to their children. 
17May the graciousness of the Lord our God | be upon us; 
  prosper the work of our hands; pros- | per our handiwork. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter Hebrews 4:12-16 

12Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 13And before him no 
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creature is hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to 
whom we must render an account. 
  14Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 15For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without 
sin. 16Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

From one of the four Gospels Mark 10:17-31 

Gospel Acclamation “Blest Are They” 

Cantor sings refrain; Congregation sings refrain 

 
 

Cantor sings verse; Congregation sings refrain 
 

Matthew 5:3 “Blest are they, the poor in spirit, theirs is the kingdom of God. 
Blest are they, full of sorrow, they shall be consoled.” Refrain 

 
When the Gospel is announced: 

Glory to you, O Lord 
 
17As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before 

him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 18Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 
alone. 19You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not 
commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You 
shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’ ” 20He said to him, 
“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow 



 7 

me.” 22When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he 
had many possessions. 
  23Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be 
for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24And the disciples 
were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how 
hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 26They were greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can 
be saved?” 27Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but 
not for God; for God all things are possible.” 
  28Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed 
you.” 29Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or 
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and 
for the sake of the good news, 30who will not receive a hundredfold now in 
this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with 
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. 31But many who are first 
will be last, and the last will be first.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pr. Bridger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “Son of God, Eternal Savior,” #655 ,” #592 

 

Confessing our Faith 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen 
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Offering our Prayers 
After each portion of the prayers: 

 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
. . . hear our prayer 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you 
And also with you.   

Greet those around you with these or similar words 
Sit 

Gathering Gifts  

Stand 

The Gifts are Presented “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending,” 
#678, stanzas 1, 3 

 

Let us pray.  God of mercy and grace  

You adorn our lives with neighbors to love, bread to share, and good news 
to tell.  Help us embrace our work with joy, and use what we have gathered 
to glorify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen 
 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 

Preparing our hearts 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn:  

 

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God. . . . now and forever.   
Amen 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen 
 

Sit.  To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
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Communion Songs 
 

 

 
 
“Steadfast Gloria,” Phil Magness  (sung by choir at 8:30) 

“O Lord, We Praise You #499 

 
Stand 
 

Post Communion Prayer and Blessing 
 

Let us pray.  For the gift of Christ’s body and blood, given and shed for us, 
We thank you, gracious Lord. 
That we leave encouraged to trust you; eager to serve you in our neighbors, 
and awakened to the presence of your saints in unexpected places, 
Hear us, gracious Lord. 
 
Almighty God, Father +Son and Holy Spirit, bless and keep you now and 
forever. 
Amen 
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ON OUR WAY 

A Song 
 

“Be Thou My Vision” #793 stanzas 1, 3, 4 

A Mission 
 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave  

 
Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019.  
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SERVING TODAY 
 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Linda Herhuth(8:30); Peggy Schauer (11:00)  
 

Lectors – Gabrielle Bayness (8:30); James Quayle (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Eric Anderson, Ron Coulter, Kent Skurkey (8:30); 
James Quayle, Nancy Smith, Mike Thiel (11:00) 

 

Acolytes – De’Ante Furry, Jared Waugaman (8:30);  
Kaitlyn Carlin, Eleanor Schauer (11:00) 

 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Cantor – Claire Connelly (8:30); Bethany Kresnye (11:00) 
 

Messiah Choir (8:30) – Directed by Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Matt Berghaus, Steve Turnbull (8:30);  
Sid Gator, Mark Schauer (11:00) 

 

Greeters—Frank & Ellen Petak (8:30);  
Bob & Ann Kreps (11:00) 

 

Ushers – Adam Castro, Ed Kus (8:30);  
Jenna Cvijovic, Tom Cvijovic, Carolyn Flanagan, Larry Flanagan (11:00) 

 

Trustee – Joshua Koza 
 

Altar Guild – Marilyn Edwards, Diane Paton 
 

Nursery – Deanna McLeeson, Sarah McLeeson (Education Hour) 
Nadia Kauntz, Tanya Kauntz (11:00)  
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

+ Kent Skurkey on the death of his son, Chris 
 

+ The ill:  Emerson Buskirk (granddaughter of Darlene Waugh), Maddy 
Golden, Jody Hoffman, Dorothy Juergens, Anita (mother of Heather 
Laurie), Dorothy Lewis, Donna Popp, Ellen Warger 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

In loving memory of Margaret & Bill Turnbull by Steve & Christa Turnbull 
 

THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 

Oct. 17—IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH, d. 115, a bishop and martyr famous for 
encouraging unity and sound doctrine in the young churches of his day.  

 
Oct. 18—ST. LUKE, physician, companion of the apostle Paul, and author of 

both the gospel that bears his name and the Acts of the Apostles. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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